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Hey all, there are a lot of exciting opportunities coming down the pipe. So 

many that I had to extend the newsletter this month, doubled up on some 

pages and summarized some additional opportunities below. Enjoy!

 

PVAP or Post Weaning Value Added Program enrollment is open. This 

could earn you an extra $50/head incentive payment, up to $1,000 

maximum. The market is paying a premium for weaned calves and therefore, 

this may be something to consider. To qualify for the PVAP program, a 

producer must not have sold to a preconditioned sale in the past as well as 

meet other criteria. More details on page 3.

 

With archery season already underway and as we prepare for the release of 

the "orange army," aka firearm deer seasons, make sure you'RE aware that 

CWD or Whitetail Chronic Wasting Disease has put us in what the KYFW 

are calling a "surveillance zone." If you plan to hunt this season and don't 

know about this then you need to familiarize yourself with these changes as 

soon as possible. See pages 5-6 for more info from the UK Wildlife Specialist. 

 

Don't forget that the Hay Rationing Program for Beef producers is on 10/26 

at the Ext. Office at 5:30. We are not taking any more free hay samples but 

you can still attend just to expand your knowledge. 

 

Recently, red crown rot was observed in soybeans for the first time in 

Kentucky. This occurred right next-door in Graves County. RCR had been 

found in Illinois in 2018, so we have been expecting it to show up in Kentucky 

at some point. This is something you all will need to start watching for and 

this gives us all the more reason to practice proper crop rotation. I just 

wanted to give you all the heads up now even though this will probably be 

one of topics of my Grain Grower Night Out Meeting later this winter. So, stay 

tuned. 

 

For the backyard poultry folks in the group, I wanted to mention that the 

small flocks team is doing more webinars this winter. Last year's were really 

good and I think you will enjoy them. There is no flyer at this time but you 

can access the webinars including the next one on "Composting backyard 

Poultry Manure" on Nov. 2nd at 2pm by visiting their Facebook page: 

facebook.com/poultryextension

 

 



2



3



4



5



6

Whitetail CWD Continued:

Be sure to pickup copies of 

our new publications:  "What 

is CWD?" and the "CWD Deer 

Processing Guide!"
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No internet? Poor connectivity? Rather attend a 

program in person? No problem. Take the worry out of 

attending an online meeting by joining us for a live 

viewing of the 2021 KY Beef Conference at the Marshall 

County Extension Office. This year's program features 

Patrick Linnell from Cattle-Fax. Check out the full 

program below. Call 270-527-3285 to secure your seat. 

Snacks and drinks provided. Doors open at 5:30.

Kentucky Beef Conference Live Viewing 

6:00 pm CT 

6:00 

6:45

6:50

7:20

8:00
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   Corn harvest is now underway and Kentucky grain farmers will soon decide if and how much wheat they will plant this fall.  
Compared to last year there is a significant increase in wheat and soybean prices, as well as major increases in all fertilizer prices.  
The following analysis quantifies these relative changes to estimate the profitability for crops harvested in 2022.  The analysis 
includes estimated returns comparing double-cropped wheat/soybeans with full-season soybeans for the 2022 crop, and the likely 
implications for Kentucky grain farmers. 
   Additional costs associated with double-cropping are accounted for, including fuel, fertilizer, herbicides, machinery repairs and 
depreciation , labor, hauling, etc.  The analysis assumes a blended mix of selling directly from the field and selling from storage for 
both wheat and soybeans, as well as expected basis for each crop with those scenarios.  This results in 2022 crop prices of 
$6.75/bu for wheat and $12.30/bu for soybeans.  
   Two regions with different agronomic characteristics are evaluated. The first region is along the southwest tier of counties roughly 
between I-24 and I-65, which traditionally does a lot of double-cropping.  The second region is along the northwest tier of counties 
(Ohio Valley region) that has some of the best yields for corn and soybeans, but traditionally plants less wheat.  Cash rent is 
assumed to be $175/acre for both these regions for the average ground and $225/acre on the best ground (note: this will vary 
substantially, but is done here for illustrative purposes only).  Other major assumptions are: $2.60/gallon fuel, 25 mile one-way grain 
hauling, $.63/unit N, $.53/unit P, and $.52/unit K.    
 
 
 

Fall 2021 Wheat Planting Decision 

Greg Halich, Extension Economist

Southwest Tier Assumptions (Average Ground):
72 bu wheat
42 bu double-cropped soybeans 
50 bu full-season soybeans
 
Resulting net profits:
  +$183 double-crop 
  +$123 full-season soybeans
 
This results in a $51 difference in favor of the wheat-
soybean double-crop.  The double-crop soybean yield 
would need to decrease to 37 bushels before full-season 
soybeans were as profitable.  This would equate to a 
26% yield loss of double-cropped soybeans compared to 
full-season soybeans.
 
Southwest Tier Assumptions (Best Ground):
90 bu wheat
51 bu double-cropped soybeans 
60 bu full-season soybeans
 
Resulting net profits:
  +$358 double-crop 
  +$193 full-season soybeans
 
This results in a $165 difference in favor of the wheat-
soybean double-crop.  The double-cropped soybean yield 
could drop down to 37 bu before full-season soybeans 
were as 
 
profitable.  This would equate to a 38% yield loss of 
double-cropped soybeans compared to full-season soys.
 
Northwest Tier Assumptions (Average Ground):
65 bu wheat
42 bu double-cropped soybeans 
50 bu full-season soybeans
 
 Resulting net profits:
  +$137 double-crop
  +$123 full-season soybeans

This results in a $14 difference in favor of the wheat-soybean double-
crop.  The double-cropped soybean yield would have to decrease to 40 
bu in this case before full-season soybeans were as profitable.  This 
would equate to a 20% yield loss of double-cropped soybeans 
compared to full-season soybeans.
 
Northwest Tier Assumptions (Best Ground):
75 bu wheat
51 bu double-cropped soybeans 
60 bu full-season soybeans
 
Resulting net profits:
  +$260 double-crop
  +$193 full-season soybeans
 
This results in a $67 difference in favor of the wheat-soybean double-
crop.  The double-cropped soybean yield would have to decrease to 45 
bu in this case before full-season soybeans were as profitable.  This 
would equate to a 25% yield loss of double-cropped soybeans 
compared to full-season soybeans.
 
Given the current expected market conditions, planting wheat looks 
extremely attractive this fall with three of the four scenarios.  The 
fourth scenario, average ground in the Ohio Valley, the double-crop was 
more profitable, but only by a marginal amount.  On the best ground in 
the south-west tier of counties, the wheat-soybean double-crop is 
projected to net $165/acre more than full-season soybeans.
 
 This analysis doesn’t account for potential payments from Farm Bill 
programs. However, these programs would pay on base acre crop 
allocation and not planted acres, so there would be no effect on the 
planting decision.  This analysis does not also account for potentially 
harvesting straw, which is typically more common in Central Kentucky. 
To change the assumptions above to your specific conditions and 
evaluate your expected profitability, go to the grain budget site at: 
http://agecon.ca.uky.edu/budgets
The Corn-Soybean Budgets and Wheat Budgets can be downloaded or 
opened directly from this page.
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What is a brown marmorated stink bug?
Brown marmorated stink bugs (also known as BMSB) are an invasive species 
as well as “true bugs”-meaning they have needle-like mouthparts. Overall, these 
pests are shield-like in shape and a little over ½ inch in length. They get their 
name from their mottled brown and grey coloration. BMSB may damage garden 
plants, such as tomatoes and peppers, as well as tree fruits, such as apples and 
peaches, amongst others.
 
Why are they coming into my house?
Insects don’t like the cold. Some insects are able to survive being frozen and 
others prevent being frozen by producing antifreeze compounds internally. 
Others try to escape the cold. In this group we have some species that migrate 
away from cold weather in order to survive. The most famous example of this is 
the monarch butterfly, which spends the winter in Mexico before they migrate 
north the following year. Then there are others that hide from the cold by 
finding somewhere that stays just warm enough to keep them safe. Usually this 
is done by hiding in leaf litter, getting under rocks, or burying into the soil. Other 
times, they might discover that humans have big, heated domiciles that they 
can easily sneak into!
 
 
 
 

 
 
Once winter is over, they leave their overwintering site in April and May to mate. 
The female lays eggs from May until August. After hatching, BMSB will develop 
through five nymphal stages before becoming an adult. Nymphs start out 1/8th 
inch and red and black; they become larger, darker, and browner as they 
develop. In September and October, adults begin searching for overwintering 
sites to start the cycle anew next year.
 
What can I do?
The best thing to do is to start preparing in late summer.
 
Inspect your home and check for cracks around windows, doors, pipes, and 
chimneys and seal openings with silicone or silicone-latex caulk. You can 
consult another KPN article for more information on pest-proofing and using 
insecticides on the outside of the home.
Turning off exterior lights or switching to non-insect attracting bulbs will reduce 
stink bug interest in your structure.
If stink bugs are found inside, simply vacuum up living specimens and dispose 
of them outside.
Using bug bombs or other insecticides in the home will not help to deal with 
stink bugs and will only serve to expose the people inside to residues.
 

They’re Here: 

Stink Bug Invasions Have Begun! 

By Jonathan L. Larson, Entomology Extension Specialist

Figure 1: Brown marmorated stink bugs are 

speckled with brown, grey, and gold. They also 

have white bands on their antennae. When 

outside they can be pests of numerous crops. 

But, in the fall and winter they take on a new role 

as a home invading pest. (Photo: Jim Kalisch, 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln).

 

Figure 2: Brown marmorated stink bugs use our 

homes and other building to escape from exterior 

temperatures. Hundreds of them can invade a 

single home, a major annoyance for the humans 

also just trying to get through the winter months. 

(Photo: Leske, from Texas A&M AgriLife 

Extension)

 
Brown marmorated stink bugs have begun their annual trek to get inside of your home. This yearly annoyance is something that 
parts of the state have been experiencing for a while, but other counties may have just started to deal with this. Here is a primer 
on what’s happening and what you can do to try and curtail these stinky houseguests.

BMSB falls into this last group. They overwinter as an adult and our homes mimic their natural hiding spaces with added amenities. 
Once they enter a home, they aren’t looking to feed or mate. They are simply waiting until spring. They usually enter a sort of 
arrested phase where they don’t move much. Occasionally though, on warm winter days, they will “wake up” and start crawling 
around the home.



For more information go to:
 http://marshall.ca.uky.edu/AgNaturalResources

or follow us on Facebook @marshallcountyanr
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