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Marshall County’s Agriculture and Natural Resources Update

Happy February! There is a lot to talk about. Firstly, don't forget to take 

advantage of these previously advertised programs:

- Private Applicator, 8:30am on 2/23 and 3/23

- Clarks River Beekeeper's Meetings, 2nd Tuesday Night Monthly at 6pm 

- Adult Farmer Grain Grower's Series on Feb. 28th. The topic is: How Far to Push Your 

Soil Fertility Bank, Edwin Ritchey, UK Specialist

Secondly, the RAISING THE STEAKS BEEF DINNER on March 3rd has been 

postponed!!! The Calloway County Cattleman are doing a Heifer Development 

Workshop that night and I want you all to have the opportunity to attend. See page 5 for 

details. Unfortunately, due to scheduling restrictions, the Raising the Steaks Meeting will 

have to wait until this summer. Sorry for any inconvenience. 

Thirdly, the USDA is announcing another CRP (Conservation Reserve Program) signup 

for 2022. The signup will be open from Jan. 31st through March 11th. So, what's CRP? In 

general, CRP compensates those who establish long-term, resource-conserving plant 

species with the intent to control soil erosion, improve water quality and enhance 

wildlife habitat on cropland. The best way to reach the Marshall County FSA right now is 

by calling (270) 527-3231. 

Fourthly, Avian flu has been detected in Fulton County and can be very dangerous to 

both backyard and commercial birds. If you own poultry then you need to checkout: 

www.kyagr.com/ky-agnews/press-releases/2022/Virus-deadly-to-poultry-detected-in-

Kentucky-flock.html  

Fifthly, UK Ag Econ will be partnering with the Kentucky Beef Network to offer a Virtual 

Backgrounding / Stocker Profitability Conference on three consecutive 

evenings, March 22-24. Each session will begin at 6:00 pm and run until 7:30 or 8:00pm. 

Register here: www.cvent.com/c/calendar/6751b7e3-e8f1-44c5-83cd-c2ad73e5618a

Sixthly, Need Dicamba Training? This link will take you to the Bayer Dicamba Training 

website where you can register for live webinars being held every Wednesday in 

February. We are still waiting to see what Syngenta and BASF will provide. 

roundupreadyxtend.com/stewardship/pages/default.aspx 

Seventhly, 2022 Farm Bill Crop Election: To "ARC-Co" or to "PLC?" That is the question! 

The verdict is simple this year. Prices will really have to fall off for PLC to be a valid 

option for any of our crops. If the prices do drop, Arc-Co will give us some protection on 

the way back down with both yield and price, as it is based on revenue generated with 

county yields as opposed to marketing year average prices like PLC. Therefore, I would 

consider switching all our crops to Arc-Co. Please let me know if you would like more 

information. 

I hope this newsletter finds you all well! You know where to find me. 

GENERAL 

Hot

Topic
Alert!



The time is almost here when we will be updating our Direct Marketing “Farmer’s 
Directory” for 2022.  The directory was a big hit last year, helping to boost sales 
for our local growers. Please find enclosed in this newsletter a form you can fill 
out that includes: Name of business, phone number (contact info), general 
location (Benton, Calvert City, Aurora, etc.), crop you plan on having available, and 
what months of the year it will be available.  We know unexpected things can 
happen but if you plan to grow and sell an item to the public, then list it.  When 
they call you can always tell them it didn’t produce but I have….  We want your list 
to include everything you grow and sell directly to the consumer.  This is just one 
way we can help consumers to buy locally.  If you have a friend who was not 
listed last year, just have them contact the Marshall County Extension Office 
(270) 527-3285 and we will be happy to help get them listed this year OR for more 
information. This is a FREE service to our growers and the copies of the directory 
are FREE to the public.  Everyone Wins – Grown, Sold and Bought Locally.

Grown, Sold and Bought Locally:

2022 Direct Market Farmer’s Directory
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Roxanne Lee, Extension Program Assistant 

Daffodils
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Sharpening a Lawn Mower Blade

First in person session: 

 

March 1st



   The application deadline for farms with existing Exemption Certificates on file with farm suppliers was January 
1, 2022. Applications are still being accepted for existing farms. However, the Kentucky Department of Revenue 
may not be able to issue an Agriculture Exemption Number for late applications before the current Exemption 
Certificates expire. That could cause a lapse in sales tax exemption this year. The existing Exemption Certificates 
are valid through June 30, 2022. Farmers who missed the deadline should apply as soon as possible. Farms that 
do not have existing Exemption Certificates should also apply as soon as possible in order to qualify for the sales 
tax exemption. 
   Kentucky law now requires that farmers apply to the Kentucky Department of Revenue for an Agriculture 
Exemption Number to qualify for exemption from sales tax on qualified purchases for the farm. For more 
information, instructions, and link to the application see the earlier article "Agriculture Exemption Number Now 
Required for Tax Exemption on Farm Purchases."

Update on Agriculture Sales Tax Exemption on

Farm Purchases
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Jerry Pierce, UK Agriculture Economics Program Coordinator 

Sharpening a Lawn Mower Blade

Daffodils

Now that winter is here, are you continuing to compost?  Some people give up the exercise in winter due to cold 
temperatures and will resume again in the spring when it warms up.  Just because it is cold outside, you probably 
still have plenty of compostable kitchen items, and you can continue to successfully compost in winter 
regardless of the temperature.Composting provides you with a rich, organic material to spread on your soil to aid 
in crop growth. Since many compostable items come from leftover food scraps, you are reducing your 
environmental footprint by keeping unnecessary trash out of the landfills when you compost.

Even if you are new to composting, you can pick up the practice in winter.  The decomposition process obviously 
slows down when the temperatures drop, but it doesn’t completely come to a halt, or at least not for long.  
Bacteria, fungi and other microbes, as well as large decomposers like earthworms and insects, will survive year-
round in compost piles. They will begin to break down organic matter when things warm up again.
Decomposition will completely stop when everything in a compost pile is frozen.  But if your compost pile or bin 
is large enough, the organic matter inside should stay warm enough to avoid freezing and will allow 
decomposition to occur, even in winter. 

You might want to gather leaves or pine needles in the fall for use in composting.  Leaves and pine needles are 
excellent brown, carbon-rich materials that can improve compost pile aeration and reduce odors.  Stockpile 
leaves in yard waste bags or bins throughout the year for use later in compost. Try to keep leaves from getting 
wet and matting together.  If you don’t have access to large amounts of leaves, try to stockpile other brown 
materials such as straw, sawdust, woodchips or shredded paper.

It is important to harvest finished compost to make room for the materials you add in winter.  Compost can pile 
up quickly in winter because decomposition is very slow.  It is especially important to harvest if you are 
composting in small bins or tumblers.  Compost is ready to use if the original materials are not recognizable and 
the compost is dark and crumbly with an earthy odor.  Compost can be spread on your garden, or saved for use in 
the spring.  It may be helpful to keep the finished compost in containers with lids or cover with a tarp to keep it 
from getting wet. Do not worry about turning the compost pile in winter, like you would in the warmer months.  
Turning it in winter will result in heat loss in the interior of the pile.  It will slow the decomposition process.  
Instead wait until spring to turn the pile when it is completely thawed. Contact Marshall County office of the 
University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension Service for information on composting in winter.  

Don't Forget! You Can Compost in Winter

Faye Kuosman, UK Extension Horticulture Agent
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Frost Seeding Clover: Getting it Right! 

Legumes play in sustainable grassland ecosystems.  This is especially true at current fertilizer prices. Nitrogen 
prices have continued to increase (Figure 1). Currently, one pound of nitrogen as urea is coming in at $0.95.  The 
following article provides some practical suggestions for establishing and maintaining legumes in your pastures. 

Soil test and adjust fertility.  In order for clover 
and other improved legumes to persist and thrive 
in pastures, we must create an environment 
conducive to their growth.  This starts with soil 
fertility.  Prior to frost seeding clover, lime and 
fertilize pastures according to soil test 
recommendations. 

Suppress sod and decrease residue.  The existing 
sod must be suppressed and plant residue 
reduced prior to frost seeding.  The reduction in 
plat residue allows seed to reach the soil surface 
where it can be incorporated by freezing and 
thawing events.  Sod suppression and residue 
reduction is best accomplished by hard 
grazing in late fall and early winter.  

Chris Teutch, UK Forage Specialist
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Frost Seeding Clover Continued: 
 
Ensure good soil-seed contact.  Good soil-seed contact is required for seed germination and emergence.  In frost seedings, this 
occurs when freezing and thawing cycles form cracks in the soil surface, often referred to as a honeycomb.   
 
Seed on Proper Date.  Frost seeding is best accomplished in late winter or very early spring (February and early March).  Frost 
seeding is accomplished by simply broadcasting the seed on the soil surface and allowing the freezing and thawing cycles to 
incorporate the seed into the soil.  Success with frost seeding can be enhanced by dragging your pasture as or immediately after 
or as you broadcast the seed. 
 
Use High-Quality Seed and Adapted Varieties.  Use either certified or proprietary seed to ensure high germination, seed genetics, 
and low noxious weed content.  Do NOT use VNS or Variety Not Stated seed since there is no way to tell how it will perform in 
Kentucky. 
 
Choose clover varieties that have been tested in Kentucky.  The University of Kentucky has one of the most extensive variety 
testing programs in the country.  The 2021 variety testing results can be found on the UK Forage Extension website or by visiting 
your local extension office. 
 
Use correct seeding rate.  In Kentucky, a good mixture for frost seeding is 
6-8 lb/A of red clover, 1-2 lb/A of ladino or grazing white clover.  On rented 
farms or where soil fertility is marginal, adding 10-15 lb/A of annual 
lespedeza to this mixture can be beneficial.
 
 
Calibrate seeding equipment.   Maintain and calibrate seeding equipment 
prior to seeding.  Several approaches to calibrating small spinner seeders 
or no-till drills can be viewed on the KYForages YouTube Channel.
 
Inoculate Legume Seed.  Most improved clover seed comes with a clay-based coating that contains inoculant.  Make sure that the 
seed is fresh and has not been stored under adverse conditions.  If the seed is not pre-inoculated, inoculate it with the proper 
strain of nitrogen fixing bacteria prior to seeding.  This is relatively inexpensive insurance that legume roots will be well nodulated 
and efficient nitrogen fixation will take place.
 
Control Seeding Depth.  Small-seeded forages should be placed than 1/4 to ½ inch deep.  If using a drill always check seeding 
depth since it will vary with seedbed condition and soil moisture status.  Placing small-seeded forages too deep will universally 
result in stand failures.  Since frost seeding broadcasts the seed on top of the soil, this problem is minimized.
 
Check seed distribution pattern.  When using a spinner type spreader/seeder make sure and check you spreading pattern.  In many 
cases small-seeded forages are not thrown as far as you think.  This can result in clover strips in your pastures rather than a 
uniform stand.
 
Use GPS guidance to eliminate overlaps and misses.  A recent study conducted at UK Research and Education Center in Princeton 
found that frost seeding without GPS Guidance resulted in a 35% overlap.  Using GPS guidance reduced the overlap to 3%. At an 
overlap of 20% and an overseeding cost of $30/A, a portable GPS unit will pay for itself in less than 250 acres.
 
Control Post-Seeding Competition.  Not controlling post-seeding competition is one of the most common causes of stand failures.  
One of the best management practices is to leave cattle on pastures that have been overseeded with clover until the clover 
seedlings get tall enough to get grazed off.  Then remove animals from the pasture and allow that clover to reach a height of 6-8 
inches.  At that time the paddock can be placed back into the rotation.  If the existing vegetation is not controlled, the new clover 
seedlings will be shaded out. 



 
 

 

For more information go to:
 http://marshall.ca.uky.edu/AgNaturalResources

or follow us on Facebook @marshallcountyanr

Marshall County 
Agriculture and Natural 

Resources Agent
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