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 New Publication Alert! 

 
The 3rd Edition of the NBCEC 
Beef Sire Selection Manual is 
done! It can be viewed at:  
 
www2.ca.uky.edu/agcomm/pu
bs/asc/asc169/asc169.pdf 
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Daffodils

Since the inception of the CPH program in the early 1980’s, Kentucky has had a rich history in the promotion of weaning and 
preconditioning calves prior to sale. In recent years the demand for weaned and preconditioned calves has been increasing, so 
much so that on any given sale day, packages of weaned calves are showing up at the yards. Still even with high demand for 
weaned calves, many producers continue to sell bawling calves. For cow calf producers to fully embrace this practice, the 
preconditioning phase must be profitable. The Post Weaning Value Added – Precondition Program (PVAP-Precondition) was 
designed for producers who have never weaned and preconditioned calves prior to sale. In this program, calves are weighed and 
valued at weaning and all expenses are recorded during the preconditioning phase. When calves are sold, a final closeout on the 
profitability of the preconditioning period is calculated. The following table is a summary of closeouts of participants in the 
PVAP-Precondition program from April 2019 to February 2021. There is much information to be gleaned from looking at this type 
of summary data. But for the sake of brevity I would like to focus on one main point. The importance of weight gain on the 
profitability of the precondition program. This table is sorted from the highest net $/head to the lowest. The shaded top half of 
the table on average put 202 lbs. of gain on their calves during the 

The Value of Weight Gain in

Precondition Programs

Kevin Laurent, Extension Specialist, University of Kentucky

precondition period and averaged $99.04 net added 
dollars per head over expenses versus selling at 
weaning. The bottom half averaged a mere 119 lbs. 
of gain and netted only $53.87 per head returns.
If you look further under the average daily gain (ADG) 
column, you will see that ADG in the top half return 
group averaged 2.66 and ranged from 1.44 to 4.10. 
Days on feed averaged 83 days which is significantly 
more than the standard 45 day weaning program.
The take home message is the best hedge against 
market volatility is weight gain. How we put the gain 
on the calf can vary. We can be forage based and 
grow them slower but feed them more days or be 
feed based and grow them faster for a shorter 
feeding period. Right now, with feed costs higher, 
calf prices average at best, and many 
preconditioning programs moving to 60-day 
preconditioning periods, a longer feeding period with 
moderate gains utilizing our forage resources may be 
the most profitable strategy. One caution when using 
a forage-based program is to make a fair evaluation 
of your forage resources. Short overgrazed fescue 
pastures are not going to result in very favorable 
gains. In general, cool season perennial pastures 
need to be in the 4-8-inch range in height and 
depending on the forage specie may still need to be 
supplemented. A good rule of thumb would be to supplement 1% of body weight for gains in the 1.5-2.0 range and 2% 
bodyweight for gains in the 2.0 to 2.8 range. Again, realizing the quantity and quality of forage becomes extremely important 
when the amount of supplement is decreased. As always contact your local ANR agent for more information on 
preconditioning strategies or if you are interested in participating in the PVAP-Precondition Program. 
 

Spring Fencing Schools

Spring fencing schools will be offered on May 11th in Hopkinsville and May 13th in Owensboro. Both events 
include topics such as Fencing types and costs, Fence construction basics, Electric fencing basics, 

Innovations in fencing technologies and hands-on fence building. Cost is $30 to attend and includes supplies, 
educational materials and lunch. All Covid rules will apply. Register here:  forages.ca.uky.edu/events
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Succession Planting
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Daffodils

Beth Wilson, Agent for Horticulture, Pulaski County 
Do you get plumb ill when your tomatoes (or insert any vegetable name) become diseased and it seems like you just started 
harvesting? Or the lettuce you planted is done and you still want salad. Many gardeners make the mistake of relying on one 
planting of a vegetable to be sufficient for the entire growing season. There’s a ‘thing’ called succession planting that may 
help out.
 
Succession planting is a gardening practice that involves planting tomatoes (or any vegetable) at intervals throughout the 
growing season.  It’s also described as planting a new crop after an old crop is done.  Planting this way, successively, ensures 
that, as older plants mature and end their production cycle, new ones start to produce. This article will focus on planting 
vegetables at intervals during the season. Using this technique requires planning and maybe adjusting varieties based on days 
to maturity or heat/cold tolerance.
 
Lettuce and radishes are popular vegetables to successively plant. Sow seeds every week into prepared soil, the reward is a 
good supply of fixings for salads during the spring months. For summer harvests, heat-tolerant varieties are recommended.
 
For vegetables like tomatoes or peppers, 2 to 4 plantings during the season is a good suggestion. However, this means you 
must have transplants ready to go in the ground on those dates. Planning is a must for this type of gardening.
 
For tomatoes and pepper, the first safe planting date for Central KY is May 5-May 15. The last safe planting date for Central 
KY is June 15 to July 1. Many gardeners push these dates on both the early and late ends. An example would be planting 
tomatoes on April 30 (cold protection needed), May 30, and June 30.  A fourth planting could be attempted on July 30 (or 
earlier) using a tomato variety with 50-55 days to maturity. This last planting would potentially need cold protection as well 
(see Table 1).
 
Beans, sweet corn, squash, cucumbers, and carrots are other vegetables that are easily planted in succession. See the Table 2 
for recommended intervals.
 
This method works well for those gardeners wishing to enjoy fresh garden produce for as long as the season allows. For 
gardeners wanting to preserve, more garden space should be devoted to larger plantings with roughly the same harvest date.
 
Using succession planting, a gardener can harvest more and better quality produce from a garden site during a given growing 
season. Gardeners know their garden site and can adjust planting and seeding times in the table below. Here’s to a great 2021 
vegetable gardening season!

Recommended intervals from Johnny’s Seed 
(https://www.johnnyseeds.com/growers-
library/vegetables/succession-planting-interval-
chart-vegetables.html
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For more information go to:
 http://marshall.ca.uky.edu/AgNaturalResources

or follow us on Facebook @marshallcountyanr
 

Marshall County 
Agriculture and Natural 

Resources Agent
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